The Task Force on the Information Society discusses the implementation of the decisions taken at the World Summit on the Information Society

On 22 December 2005, the Director-General convened the 8th meeting of the Task Force on the Information Society to discuss UNESCO’s follow-up to the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), which had been held in two phases in Geneva (10-12 December 2003) and Tunisia (16-18 November 2005).

UNESCO had actively participated in the WSIS process by promoting the concept of knowledge societies, qualified by four key principles: freedom of expression; universal access to information and knowledge; respect for cultural and linguistic diversity; and quality education for all. The recognition of this concept and the positive assessment of the Organization’s contribution to the WSIS were illustrated by references to UNESCO in the outcome documents of the Summit.

“This recognition”, the Director-General said, “puts an enormous responsibility on UNESCO, as it entrusts the Organization, alongside with ITU and UNDP, a leading facilitating role in the implementation of the Plan of Action”. UNESCO’s role in the implementation process is seen to be three-fold: (i) as an implementer of concrete activities included in the WSIS Action Plan within the framework of its own programmes; (ii) as a facilitator or co-facilitator of the coherent implementation of the eight Action Lines in its areas of competence; and (iii) as one of the agencies engaged in the overall multi-stakeholder coordination of the facilitators of all eleven Action Lines.

Paying tribute to the role the Sector of Communication and Information had been playing in assuring the coordination of UNESCO’s action throughout the WSIS process, the Director-General encouraged the Sector to continue doing so. He highlighted, however, the need for each programme sector to assume the responsibility for Action Lines falling under their respective mandates. In addition to the importance of inter-sectorality, Mr Matsuura underscored the need to build partnerships with civil society (including National Commissions for UNESCO and the Parliamentarians) and the private sector.

In order for the Organization to maintain the momentum achieved over the past years, the Director-General decided to prolong the mandate of the Task Force on the Information Society under his chairmanship which would continue monitoring the implementation of the WSIS decisions as well as the recommendations put forward in the World Report entitled Towards Knowledge Societies that UNESCO had released before the Tunis phase of the WSIS. An information meeting for the UNESCO Permanent Delegations will be organized on 1 February 2006.

