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Comments to the Report of the UN Secretary General's Report to the 60" Session of the UN

General Assembly on agenda item 54 (c): International Migration and Development

Migrants Rights International (MRI}—a global civil society network of migrant workers
associations and unions, faith-based groups, labor, community-based organizations and non-
governmental organizations promoting the human rights of migrants—submits this written
comment to the report of the UN Secretary General in view of the UN General Assembly High
Level Dialogue on Migration and Development on 14-15 September 2006. The comment refers
to Segment one of the informal interactive hearings on 12 July 2006 and the September High
Level Dialogue, i.e. “Promoting a comprehensive rights-based approach to the international
migration, and ensuring respect for and protection of the human rights of all migrants and
members of their families.”

1990 UN Migrant Workers Convention

2. MRI welcomes the effort of the UN Secretary General and the General Assembly to highlight the

issue of migration and bringing it to the forefront of discussions by the international community.
We welcome the emphasis made in the Report on the need to protect the human rights of
migrants and the reference made to the UN international human rights instruments and
Conventions of the International Labour Organization as “constituting the core of the
international normative framework on international migration” (para. 283). Particular mention is
made of the 1990 UN International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant
Workers and Members of Their Families as the “most comprehensive international treaty
dealing with the rights of migrant workers.” Such reiteration should be constantly made by the
UN Secretary General so as to continuously remind States of their obligation to protect, promote
and fulfil migrants' human rights and to join other States in ratifying the said Convention, and for
those States that have already ratified, to implement the Convention fully and effectively.

Global Consultative Forum and Civil Society Participation

3.

In exploring how the United Nations can better serve its Member States by facilitating
intergovernmental cooperation on international migration issues, the UN Secretary General's
Report (hereafter referred to as the “Report") suggests the creation of a “consultative forum” or
“global consultative process” that would offer Governments “a venue to discuss issues related to
international migration and development in a systematic and comprehensive way. Such forum
or process would complement and add value to the regional consultative processes on
migration” (para. 40).

MRI supports the idea of an intergovernmental cooperation such as a “forum” or “consultative
process,” but is seriously concerned about the absence of participation by civil society, trade
unions, and migrants themselves in this process. We are important partners and stakeholders in
this issue of international migration and development. MRI's members are migrant workers
themselves: the ones that are and will be directly affected by these intergovernmental decisions.
Therefore, we are deeply disturbed that the UN Secretary General wrote in para. 21 of his
Report, with reference to the consultative forum:






