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Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, Ladies and gentlemen.

[ am greatly honoured to have been afforded the privilege of addressing this
hearing on the topic of migration and development — the challenge for economic
and social policies in sending and receiving countries. As is obvious from the
fact that we are meeting to deliberate this topic, migration is an issue that is
becoming increasingly important particularly in the face of today’s intensified
movements towards globalization. I say this because globalisation has
increasingly created close linkages between disparate and distant countries,
Business linkages that result in cross-border production and cross border office
structures; cultural linkages with music and sports uniting countries and
communications technology beaming the culture of different countries into the
homes of distant people in distant lands. My own country has cultural and
economic ties in countries ranging from the United States of America to China

in the Far East. These linkages, particularly with countries such as the USA,



have been intensified because of Cable Television and satellite broadcasts that
beam intimate details of the way of life of the people of these places into our
homes. In this context, migration is sometimes just the culmination of a union

that took place long before the physical passage of one person from one country

to another.

It is no wonder then that migration is such a significant phenomenon of our
time. UN estimates indicate that approximately 191 million people were living
away from their country of origin in 2005. About 150 million of them were
people from developing countries living in developed ones. Jamaica alone, with
a population estimated to be in the region of just over 2.6 million people,
accounted for over 100,000 of the world’s migrants over the period 2000 to
2005. When the figure is disaggregated by years over the same period, the
annual number of migrants from Jamaica varies between just over 12,000 to just
under 19,000. These numbers speak clearly to a phenomenon that cannot be

ignored.

The issues attendant on this phenomenon are complex and vary in perspective
by factors such as whether or not the viewer is from a receiving or donor

country, an employer or employee and skilled or unskilled migrant.






