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5 The World Association of Former United Nations Internes and Fellows
(WAFUNIF), an international non-governmental organization in consultative status with
the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSQC) and associated with the UN
Department of Public Information (DPI), welcomes the opportunity to address this
Informal Interactive Hearing of the United Nations General Assembly with Non-
Governmental Organizations, Civil Society Organizations and the Private Sector on
International Migration and Development.

2 WAFUNIF has carefully reviewed The Report of the Secretary-General on
International Migration and Development (document (A/60/87) that presents a useful
review of critical policy issues related to international migration and development, policy
responses needed to address them in an interlocking fashion and the new windows of
opportunity for international cooperation that have re-emerged in order to deal in an
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integrated way with historical structural problematiques — such as the Reverse Transfer of
Technology (RTT) commonly known as the "brain drain”- generated by the dynamics of
international migration and its relationship with development.

& The Secretary-General’s Report reveals that, as the second half of the first decade
of the third millennium moves forward, the international community is faced with a new
multidimensional process of international migration that cuts across several sectors of
world society. As such, new policy responses from the international community are
called for in order to deal in a more coherent way with the challenges and opportunities
that present and future international migration dynamics pose to world governance.

4. WAFUNIF believes that to be successful and sustainable, efforts in the
international migration and development dialogue, to promote ‘“the building of
partnerships and capacity-building and the sharing of best practices at all levels,
including the bilateral and regional levels, for the benefits of countries and migrants
alike™ have to take into consideration certain realities of asymmetries and principles to
forge more just, equitable and peaceful societies.

5. Within the context of international cooperation for development, poverty
reduction and development strategies, as well as building-up, strengthening and retaining
the scientific-technological and skills base for national and regional priorities within the
South, the concept of co-development and its practice that is currently being pursued
presents policy opportunities and constraints for developing countries. In addressing
migration, poverty reduction and sustainable development the 2004 UN World Survey on
the Role of Women in Development, points out that, “the co-development approach seeks
to target Official Development Assistance (ODA) at emigration areas, with government
support supplementing the contributions of migrants to their home communities (Weil
2002). Assistance may also be provided to migrants who voluntarily return, in the form of
grants of funds to begin small businesses. A drawback to the approach is that it may
target ODA at better off communities that can support the migration of their residents and
benefit from remittances.” WAFUNIF concurs fully with this assessment and believes
that it should constitute a guiding premise for evaluating both the potential and
limitations of this approach.

6. It is important to note that the question of remittances will not be the solution to
the development needs of the developing countries since there are other policies required
in order to dynamize the development and increase the productivity of these economies.
Thus, the question of remittances should only be one policy strategy from which to
channel resources to the economy for development. It is imperative that Governments,
from both sending and receiving countries, understand that “international migration can
easily masquerade as a substitute for sound development policies and countries can
become dependent on remittance flows. Without the right economic environment,
international migration can convert sending areas into ‘nurseries and nursing homes’
instead of producing dynamic economies, which, over time, may offer attractive
alternatives to migration” (A/60/87, Para. 226). '






