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Intervention EU for joint debate on “Revitalization of the work of the
General Assembly” (item 52)
and “Strengthening of the United Nations system * (item 54)

Mr. President,

[ have the honor to speak on behalf of the European Union. [The Candidate
Countries Bulgaria, Romania, Turkey and Croatia, the Countries of the
Stabilization and Association Process and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Serbia and
Montenegro, and the EFTA countries Iceland and Norway, members of the
European Economic Area, align themselves with this statement].

Let me first of all thank the Deputy Secretary-General of the United Nations for
her introduction to this debate and in particular her introduction of the report of
the Secretary-General in response to the report of the Panel of Eminent Persons
on United Nations — Civil Society Relations (A/59/354).

GENERAL INTRODUCTION

I. The European Union welcomes the opportunity of this joint debate. It
underlines the need to address both the strengthening of the UN organization
itself and the strengthening of its intergovernmental structure. With 25
Member States, the European Union represents 13% of the UN membership.
The EU Member States pay more than 36% of the UN regular budget and
about 50% of all voluntary contributions to the UN funds and programs. It
goes without saying that the EU attaches high priority to an effective and
efficient UN system.

2. We believe that contributing to a better functioning UN is not only an EU
interest. It is a common interest and a joint responsibility of all Member
States.

3. Let me start by repeating that the EU is committed to effective
multilateralism as a central element of its external action. The EU believes
that none of the current international challenges can be tackled in an isolated
manner or unilaterally. We understand that our security and development are
inextricably linked to security and development of others.



4. In the EU’s view, the UN is uniquely placed to provide the framework for
international cooperation. It has no substitute in the international
community. But the organization has to adapt to changing conditions. This
requires reform, not for reform’s sake, but in order to make the UN stronger.

5. In the European Security Strategy, the EU has established as its objective the
development of a stronger international society, well-functioning
international institutions and a rules-based international order, within the
fundamental framework of the UN Charter. In this regard, we considered the
establishment by the Secretary-General of the High Level Panel on Threats,
Challenges and Change to be of the highest importance. The EU as a whole,
as well as individual Member States, have submitted written contributions to
the Panel. We look forward to discuss the report of the Panel and the
recommendations thereon of the Secretary-General in an open and
constructive manner, at the UN and in our capitals.

6. The EU considers the UN High Level Event of September 2005 a logical
culmination point to agree on change and implementation. The Event will
review progress made in the implementation of the Millennium Declaration
and its interrelated goals in the field of peace, governance and development,
the state of progress on reaching the MDG’s and the follow-up to the major
economic and social conferences and summits and the strengthening of the
United Nations. At a later date in the Plenary we will have a more in-depth
discussion on the precise objectives and modalities of the summit.

7. Coming to the issues of today’s debate, our intervention will address three
1ssues.
First of all we will assess the efforts of the Secretary-General in
strengthening the Organization, taking as benchmarks in particular his far-
reaching proposals of 1997 and 2002;
Secondly, we will focus on the concrete tasks before us to further streamline
and strengthen the work of the General Assembly;
And thirdly we will give the EU's preliminary views on the so-called
Cardoso report on the relations between the UN and civil society.

8. In general terms, the EU is of the opinion that the Secretary-General,
sometimes under opposition from Member States, has managed to introduce
courageous and constructive changes to the organization. Still a lot more
needs to be done and Member States need to give all their support to the
Secretary-General in achieving further necessary reforms. In the area of
intergovernmental reforms, for which Member States bear primary
responsibility, only limited progress has been achieved. Proposals often have



been met with resistance or suspicion. The Secretary-General has often been
reluctant to give his advice on intergovernmental reform, but possibly
proposals from his side could help to speed up the process.

STRENGTHENING THE UN SYSTEM

[Mr. President]

9. Let me touch upon the institutional side of UN reform. Many important
initiatives have been taken by this Secretary-General since he took office:
the ‘Renewing the United Nations’ report in 1997; the Brahimi report in
2000; and, most recently, the ‘Strengthening of the United Nations’ report in
2002. Let’s take a moment to review what has been achieved.

All of the SG’s initiatives share a common purpose: streamlining the internal
functioning of the UN-system, to ensure that the available resources are
spent in the most efficient way possible to achieve the goals of the
organization. Thus, we should examine whether the SG has managed to
markedly improve internal efficiency of the UN since 1997. Let us take a
look at the progress in some of the main areas featured in the SG’s reports.

e Rationalization of the UN-system.

Today, we see a more logical structure of the UN. Departments have been
grouped together, common themes have been identified, and the creation of
systemic linkages like the Chief Executive Board have improved
communications within a sprawling organization;

e UN at the country level.
Many previously separate activities at the country level have been
consolidated, through the establishment of shared offices and a stronger
position of the resident coordinator. The UN is more and more using shared
tools, like the UN Development Assistance Framework and the Common
Country Assessment;

e Peacekeeping organizations.

There is now movement towards a clearer, more concise planning process,






