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Nations have historically viewed migration policy as a domestic
prerogative and an area where the state has plenary power to determine
through law who can enter and under what circumstances. Laws are
enacted regulating the admission of foreign nationals based upon the
perception of national interest. National governance of international
migration has traditionally been undermined by lack of coherence, poor
implementation and lack of knowledge and resources. Parochial domestic
political concerns buffet agreement on national objectives, frequently
resulting in partisan disagreement over basic objectives. Fundamental
questions such as the role of international migration in economic growth
and development may not be addressed or with each change in
government may be approached in a different manner. It is not uncommon
for migration policy to become a focal and divisive political issue with
restrictionist opposing labor migration as well as family reunion. The cry to
stop or severely restrict the admission of migrants is heard in many
countries. So, the establishment of a coherent national approach to
international migration, although imperative, is difficult to achieve. The
question is how can the global community support the advancement of
national efforts. The key is international cooperation, coupled with on-
going efforts to support states to formulate and implement migration policy.

International cooperation with other states broadens the perspective
of nations. For instance, issues regarding the admission and treatment of
refugees are commonly accepted by states to require international
cooperation. Moreover, the use of bilateral and regional trade agreements
to address the admission of labor migrants essential to trade in goods and
services has further legitimated the concept of international cooperation.
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