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INTRODUCTION

In recent years the United Nations system has witnessed a dramatic upsurge in the
involvement in its work of a diverse range of non-governmental organizations of
civil society. While this has been most visible in the recent cycle of world
conferences, there are many areas of UN endeavour and activities in which non-
governmental organizations participate to an unprecedented degree. The areas
include international development cooperation, human rights, women's equality,
disarmament, peacekeeping, humanitarian emergencies and refugees, and activities
include policy setting, standards and normative work, operational activities, and
advocacy and information work.

This tenth edition of The United Nations System: A Guide for NGOs is designed to
assist non-governmental organizations in gaining access to the UN system by
providing contact points and information on the type of materials and services
available from the agencies, programmes and funds of the UN system. The directory
is not intended to be an exhaustive guide to all possibilities for UN-NGO
collaboration. While its focus remains development information, education and
policy advocacy work, it also ams to provide northern, southern and international
NGOs engaged in such work with useful entry points to the multilateral system.

Suggestions on how we might make future editions of the directory more useful are
always welcome. They should be addressed to:

Programme Officer (Publications)

United Nations Non-Governmental Liaison Service (NGLS)
Palais des Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland

Telephone +41-22/917 2062

Fax +41-22/917 0432

E-mail <ngls@unctad.org>

Tony Hill
Coordinator
January 2003
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