Questionnaire on UN and Civil Society Relationship

This questionnaire is prepared and circulated by the Secretary-General’s Panel of Eminent Persons on Civil Society through the Panel’s secretariat at UN Headquarters. The Panel is mandated to canvas the experiences related to UN and its relationship with civil society actors, private sector and parliaments in order to make practical recommendations to the Secretary-General on possible improvements. Your response to this questionnaire will assist the Panel to better understand the wide range of experiences at all levels from national to international. The questionnaire is being distributed widely through electronic list-servers, major networks of NGOs and other civil society organizations, as well as through the World Wide Web, given the diversity of non-state actors. Your assistance with distribution, by forwarding the questionnaire to others in your network(s) will be much appreciated.  Response deadline: 1 October 2003.  

If you wish to keep your response confidential please check this box (. 

Responding to the items in this box is optional. If you chose not to respond please indicate the country or region your organization is based in: _______________________________________________

Name of Organization: __________________________________________________________

Contact person: _______________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Email address: ___________________________
Tel: ____________________________

Web site: _______________________________
Fax: ____________________________

1. Please indicate which of the following categories best describes your organization: 

(Local/national

(Regional
(International

2. Please describe briefly the main constituency of your organization (community groups, workers, young people, association of local authorities etc) and the key issue area(s) of your work (human rights, environmental protection, development or humanitarian assistance, research, capacity building, community service etc)

3. If your organization is formally affiliated with any of the following UN bodies please check all applicable boxes: 

(Accredited with the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC)


Category: (General 
(Special
(Roster

(Accredited with UN Department of Public Information (DPI)

(Accredited with a specialized UN agency


(FAO

(UNESCO
(WHO

(UNICEF
(Other: __________________

(Accredited with a UN conference, Please indicate which one(s): 

(Conference on Environment and Development (Rio, 1992)

(Conference on Small Island Developing Countries (Barbados, 1994)

(Conference on Population and Development (Cairo, 1994)

(Summit on Social Development (Copenhagen, 1995)

(Conference on Women (Beijing 1996)

(Huma
n settlement  (Habitat II, Istanbul 1996)

(Financing for Development (Monterrey, 2002)

(Summit on Sustainable Development (Johannesburg, 2002)

(Summit on Information Society (Geneva, 2003)

a. Please describe your best and worst experiences as a participant of one or more of the above meetings (attach a separate page if needed)

Best: 

Lessons Learned: 

Worst: 

Recommendations for improvement: 

b. What influence do you feel your organization has had on the above conferences (please chose one): (1 (none) 
(2
(3
(4
(5
(6 (a lot)

i. If you chose boxes 4-6 please describe the impact you have achieved:

ii. If you chose boxes 1-3 please describe the barriers you have faced:

4. If your organization has links, interacts or has regular relationships with local, national or regional offices of the UN please indicate the type of interaction below:


(Involvement in operational projects of UN bodies

(Information exchange and outreach collaboration 


(Dialogue on policy and strategy 


(Other:_____________________________________________________________________

a. What influence do you feel your organization has had through these interactions (please chose one): (1 (none) 
(2
(3
(4
(5
(6 (a lot)

i. If you chose boxes 4-6 please describe the impact you have achieved

ii. If you chose boxes 1-3 please describe the barriers you have faced

b. Please describe your ‘best’ and ‘worst’ experiences with the above list of organizations/programs including the lessons learned and the recommendations for improvements (attach a separate page if needed)

Best: 

Lessons learned: 

Worst: 

Recommendations for improvements: 

5. If representatives of your organization attend annual meetings of standing UN commissions, councils or committees please indicate which ones: 

(Commission on Advancement of Women

(Commission on Social Development

(Commission on Human Rights (or its subcommittees)
(Economic and Social Council

(Commission on Sustainable Development

( UN Forum on Forests

( Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues

(Governing council of specialized agency (such as FAO, UNESCO, WHO etc)

(Others: ________________________________________________________________

6. How important has your involvement in UN bodies or processes been for the development of your organization? (1 (none) 
(2
(3
(4
(5
(6 (very important)

7. What influence do you feel civil society at large have on inter-governmental processes (please chose one): (1 (none) 
(2
(3
(4
(5
(6 (a lot)

a. If you chose boxes 4-6 please describe how the impact is best achieved

b. If you chose boxes 1-3 please describe the barriers civil society faces

8. How relevant do you feel UN is in today’s world?

(1 (not relevant at all) 
(2
(3
(4
(5
(6 (very relevant)

9. What improvements would you like to see made in the UN – civil society relationships (attach a separate page if needed)

Local/National level

Regional Level

International level

Responses can be sent to the Panel’s secretariat by mail, fax or email as follows:

Mailing address: United Nations, S-3275D, New York, NY, 10017

Fax: 212-963-2155, Email: civilsocietypanel@un.org
Further information on the work of the Panel is at http://www.un.org/reform/panel.htm. Inquiries about the Panel should be directed to civilsocietypanel@un.org
THANK YOU!
PAGE  
1

