
[image: image1.png]<O!N G?O)




Informal Session of the Commission on Human Rights 

12 April 2005
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Room XVIII
JOINT STATEMENT ON THE REFORM OF THE COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS

Delivered
by Renate Bloem

President of the Conference of NGOs (CONGO)

Many members of the NGO community have strongly welcomed the high profile given to Human Rights in the latest proposals of the Secretary General’s Report, ‘In Larger Freedom’, and in his address to the current Session on the Reform of the Commission on Human Rights. 
The undersigned NGOs, many of which are members of CONGO, wish to reaffirm principles which confirm the indivisibility of Human Rights and the importance of the United Nations in protecting values and promoting responsibilities to implement all human rights. The proposals, including a possible Human Rights Council, hold the promise of challenging all stakeholders to ensure that the present considerable achievements of the UN in the protection and promotion of Human Rights are strengthened.

Among the specific principles which the NGO community emphasizes are:

· Transparency, independence, measurable achievements and commitments to progress as hallmarks for all UN Human Rights work.  

· Effective international cooperation and national action in implementing commitments and obligations on Human Rights standards.

· The importance of mainstreaming and linking human rights with development and security. 

· The need for a standing international forum on Human Rights for effective peer review and openness to monitoring by civil society.

· The maintaining and enhancement of the Charter-based consultative role of civil society.

There are genuine concerns that the proposals for reform should in no way undermine these principles, notably in so far as they affect civil society participation. 

The preservation and strengthening of existing Special Procedures with independence and expertise are vitally important. Cooperation by governments and partnership with civil society, for example in the work of independent experts, needs to be enhanced in terms of multi-stakeholder approaches. This applies to the need for continued attention to standard-setting as well as to the need for greatly strengthened mechanisms for monitoring and implementation. 

In particular, accreditation and access for civil society, already largely ensured in consultative processes with ECOSOC, must be maintained and improved. Despite the recommendations of the Cardoso Report and the Secretary-General’s response, some governments still restrict or control involvement by independent civil society; this is particularly damaging in the context of Human Rights, including that of Human Rights defenders.

The expectation expressed by the Secretary-General that the UN Human Rights machinery will continue to be located in large measure in Geneva should continue the tradition of facilitating the vitally important interface with other concerned UN agencies and with the wide range of civil society organisations which provide expertise, effective partnerships and constant contact with regional and grass-roots membership.

The challenge brought by the Secretary-General needs the widest possible consultations at international, regional and national level, not only among governments but also throughout civil society in an inclusive manner that facilitates the contribution of all groups such as women, indigenous peoples, minorities, and all marginalized groups so that together we can rise to this historic momentum, to this new impetus to achieve human rights for all and at all times! 
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