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I. ASSESSMENT OF INTERNATIONAL ARRANGEMENT ON FORESTS (IAF)

After four formal UNFF sessions and several international meetings there is general disappointment among many social justice and environmental NGOs that the IAF has not built on the open and progressive practices of the Intergovernmental Panel on Forests (IPF), the Intergovernmental Forum on Forests (IFF) and the Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD). There is a consensus that the IAF has done little or nothing to advance implementation of international commitments on forests at the local and national levels.
 Forests will continue to be lost and degraded unless the direct and underlying causes of deforestation such as extractive industries, industrial agriculture and monoculture tree plantations, are fully addressed by governments in their deliberations on forests issues at both the national and international level.

II. ESSENTIAL ISSUES FOR INTERNATIONAL FOREST POLICY

Whatever processes governments decide to develop to deal with forest issues at the international level, the NGOs believe that to be credible and effective such processes must:

· Address social and rights issues, including international human rights

· Adopt a rights-based approach

· Recognise and respect the customary rights of indigenous peoples and other forest dependent communities

· Give focused attention to the underlying causes of deforestation and forest degradation, including the need to change financial flows and reduce unsustainable consumption patterns

· Promote and support genuine community-based forest management that empowers forest peoples

· Cease the promotion and support for monoculture tree plantations

· Uphold, reinforce, and be consistent with, intergovernmental commitments made under existing and developing international forest-related agreements, such as the Convention on Biological Diversity
To be credible and consistent with Agenda 21, future intergovernmental processes on forests must also establish new procedures to promote the effective involvement of major groups in international forest policy making by ensuring:

a) The full and effective participation of all major groups, including NGOs and indigenous peoples

b) Complete transparency in all intergovernmental deliberations on forest issues.

Measures to achieve this should include steps to guarantee:

· Opportunities for major groups to speak to text in official sessions of intergovernmental discussions on forests

· Assured access for major groups to all sessions and all their component meetings, including contact groups and friends of the chair meetings

· Dedicated funds for disadvantaged Indigenous Peoples’ organisations (IPOs) and NGOs so they are able to participate in official sessions and intersessional meetings

· Well-resourced and official support for processing visa applications for major group participants from developing countries

· Agile and timely accreditation procedures

· Opportunities for representatives of NGOs and IPOs to obtain official recognition as experts

· Translation of all meeting documents and draft intergovernmental decisions into major UN languages

c) Creation of a specific international fund for major groups to compile monitoring reports on progress in implementation, including financial resources for capacity building

d) Improved mechanisms for monitoring, assessment and reporting on progress in the implementation of international forest-related commitments. To be effective, such mechanisms must involve third party assessment, peer review processes, independent evaluations and parallel reporting.

e) Improved co-ordination between UNFF and the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues.

We are disappointed that current draft decisions and political messages so far developed in the first week at UNFF5 largely fail to address the issues and required improvements summarised above. 

Unless the decisions and political message at UNFF5 are significantly strengthened to promote genuine reforms in the IAF that address the concerns of civil society and rights holders, any revised IAF will not be considered credible by most social and environmental NGOs.  
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