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Essential that governments and UN entities specifically focus on the particular situation of WIDOWS if the MDGs have any realistic chance of being realized. The poverty and exclusion of widows recycles and expands the poverty trap to embrace all those dependent on them with irrevocable consequences for society as a whole. Neglecting the impact of marginalized widowhood frustrates all the 8 goals of the MDGs and their targets. Children of widows are withdrawn from school, widow poverty through lack of legal rights to inheritance, land and property, forces widows and their daughters into economic exploitation including child labour, prostituion, trafficking. Inhuman and degrading burial and mourning rites help to spread AIDS.

Never before has the female population in many developing countries known so many widows. In the aftermath of conflict, in the context of AIDS estimates for some countries suggest that over 60% of all women are widows or wives of the missing and 70% of children dependent on destitute women without male breadwinners.

Yet none of the major donors (EU, DFID,USAID) nor any of the UN agencies has supported initiatives to redress the poverty and human rights abuses suffered by this group of women. The exception is SIDA (Sweden).

Please pass this short commentary to relevant parties.
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