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Introduction

The NGO Committee for Social Development represents approximately forty-five Non-Governmental Organizations work with people and communities in extreme poverty in virtually every country of the world. The Committee is enthusiastic in its support for much of the UN Secretary General’s Report: In Larger Freedom. This is, in part, because it sees in the Report a reaffirmation of the Millennium Development Goals within the broader framework of the Millennium Declaration. The Millennium Declaration represents the clearest indication to date of a global consensus on the need to end extreme poverty. At this juncture, it is vital to re-energize that consensus and to that end the NGO community will continue to work energetically with governments, UN agencies and other entities, on the country and regional, and international levels, in the implementation and monitoring of the MDG’s. The NGO community must continue to play a vital role in the current review process and in the on-going planning for the full implementation of the Millennium Declaration.

The NGO Committee for Social Development is enthusiastic in its support of the NGO partnerships with governments and UN agencies because of its positive experience during the 43rd Commission on Social Development. From the beginning, the leadership of the Commission and the NGO Community met together to share relevant information. Government members actively sought the expertise and experience of NGOs and encouraged the NGO community to exercise its consultative role fully.   Likewise, NGOs honored the decision-making role that rightly belongs to member governments.  In that particular situation, responsible citizenship and government/civil society cooperation were achieved to the benefit of all.

We offer the following comments on the Secretary General’s report and the up-coming high level review of the Millennium Declaration:

1. Security, Development and the MDG’s

We fully endorse the Secretary General’s view that development, security and human rights are interrelated: “We will not enjoy development without security, we will not enjoy security without development, and we will not enjoy either without respect for human rights.” Obtaining these goods requires both collective strategies and collective action supported by strengthened institutions at the national, regional and international levels.

2.
The Millennium+5 Review


With commitments to end extreme poverty already in place and with the resources and technical capacity available, it is critical that the +5 Review focus on action in these areas: national strategies, financing for development, fair trade, debt relief, support for regional infrastructure and institutions, reform of global financial institutions. All of these items are named as priority areas for action in the Secretary General’s Report. It would indeed be a tragedy if, in the face of the further dehumanization of the world’s poorest populations, the September Summit focused narrowly only on the reform of the Security Council or a security agenda which failed to include human security.

3.
Address the root causes
We hope that the upcoming review of the Millennium Development goals will address the root causes of poverty.  The MDG’s can tend to foster a “charity” approach to the problems of poverty and underdevelopment without giving due attention to the reforms needed to eliminate the root causes of existing structural injustice at the national and international levels.

4.
UN Reform

The comprehensive nature of the UN Reform as articulated in the Secretary General’s Report is something that the NGO Committee for Social Development endorses.   The following areas, however, need greater emphasis:

-   ECOSOC: We welcome the Secretary-General’s recommendation that ECOSOC be strengthened and given greater stature within the UN system in order to meet its robust mandate and concur with his suggestion that ECOSOC serve as the coordinating body for the development agenda. 

-   Streamlining the organization: For the sake of effectiveness, periodic streamlining of processes is necessary; inflexible or unproductive bureaucracies must be dismantled.  However, in the present climate, care needs to be taken not to lose technical and political expertise that has long been the UN’s stock in trade.  

-   Evenhandedness: Both developed and developing countries should be subject to such requirements as accountability, transparency and good governance. We support the Secretary General in his assessment that ODA must be doubled by 2009 if the MDG’s are to be met.

-   Political will: Only a few short years ago, the UN earned the Nobel Peace Prize.  Now, the UN is rightly criticized for being long on commitments and short on action to end extreme poverty and war.  This is particularly troubling at a time when the technical expertise and resources place theses goals within reach.  The UN will must match its rhetoric with bold, new action. 

5.
The United Nations and Civil Society: The successful achievement of the MDG’s requires the full and active partnership of governments, non-governmental organizations and, particularly, those directly affected by development plans and policies.  Governments readily admit that by themselves they cannot achieve the MDG’s; civil society without a productive partnership with national governments and regional entities knows that it cannot meet the goals. And, it has become increasingly clear that there is little hope of success without the early involvement of two largely invisible groups - those who live in extreme poverty and older persons, the fastest growing major population group.

It is therefore alarming to see that there is barely any mention of civil society or NGO’s in the Secretary General’s Report. Equally alarming is the escalation of the language of partnership in UN rhetoric while at the same time there is, in the NGO experience, a narrowing of opportunities for NGO access – to say nothing of exercising the partnership that member states proclaim as a goal. 

We welcome the Secretary-General’s consistent call for active, constructive and mutual partnerships with civil society to achieve a world in larger freedom.  We urge member states heed that call and to end, what is perceived by many to be a narrowing of opportunities for NGO access and participation.  Let us do all in our power to ensure that the United Nations remains the house of the people.

6. Importance of a gender perspective throughout:

We think there should be a much greater emphasis on the importance of women, and could strongly support the statement made by governments in the outcome document of the UN Commission on Social Development:  “gender equality and the full participation of women in society are integral to building a society for all and must be at the centre of all economic and social development. We recommit ourselves to the urgent goal of achieving gender equality, to eliminating discrimination against women and to ensuring their full participation in all areas of life and at all levels.”

Conclusion

The Declaration of the NGO Forum, 8 February 2005, aimed at keeping the spirit of Copenhagen alive. The NGO community committed itself to do so by:

· Working for open partnerships between civil society and governments

· Working to place people and human rights at the centre of development

· Promoting equitable investment in social and economic development, and,

· Ensuring inclusion and participation in policy elaboration and decision-making of all those affected by government policy.

These remain our commitments and it is on this basis that we seek to partnerships for human development.

As we stated to the members of the Commission in February:  “For us NGOs working in the field of social development, the MDGs and the year 2015 mark but a mid-point.  We are asking that this year 2005 governments commit themselves to a Global Social Contract grounding security-for-all in a commitment to social development-for-all, pointing beyond the Millennium Development Goals to the full realization of the promises that Copenhagen gave to the impoverished peoples of the world.”  

Thank you for requesting comments on the Secretary General’s Report: In Larger Freedom; Towards Development, Security and Human Rights for All.
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29th April 2005





Ms. Anne Kawuki


NGLS - Geneva








Dear Ms. Kawuki,





I am sending you the appended comments on the SG Report “In Larger Freedom” on behalf of the NGO Committee on Social Development.  





It is our contribution to the collated report which your office has generously offer to compile on behalf of the NGO Community.  Thank you for taking this initiative.





We very much o continued close collaboration in the next months, leading up to the Review of the Millennium Summit.





We do sincerely value the service of NGLS, and hope that the office will be more adequately funded in the future.  The service is mutually beneficial for all stakeholders: the Secretariat, NGOs and governments.





Once again, our sincere thanks.





Sincerely,








Joan F. Burke, SNDdeN


Chair, NGO Committee on Social Development








CC:	Tony Hill


Zehra Aydin


	Ian Foucher
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