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Development Alternatives with Women for a New Era (Dawn)  critical comments on the “Freedom from Want” section of the UN Secretary General's Report for the Millenniun +5 Summit. 
Cluster  One of the SG Report has some clear pluses in its overall perspective on development: 
 
· It clearly states (section B) that development, security, and human rights should be viewed synergistically, not as trade-offs against each other. 
· It recognises that growth has gone hand in hand with rising inequality within and among countries
· It acknowledges the need for global collective action (although it doesn't explicitly say 'global public goods').
· It calls for accountability of states to citizens, states to each other, international institutions to their members and present to future generations (para 38)
· It affirms the need for an active civil society not only to provide services but also to ensure accountability.
 
But its vision also has some gaps and minuses:
 
· It asks developing countries to put in place "the policies and investments to drive private-sector led growth" without anywhere providing a balance  in terms of needed regulation, or ensuring that equity, economic justice, and public goods are protected and promoted.
· It assumes that such private sector led growth will automatically support the MDGs or at least not be inimical. Indeed meeting the MDGs appears to "set the foundation for private sector-led growth (para 39). 
· It is silent on the potential and actual impacts of trade and financial liberalisation on food security, the cost and availability of services, the impacts of privatisation on water, seeds etc. Thus it has nothing to say about how possible negative impacts may be avoided. (para 37)
· Lastly we can also ask what will happen if private sector led growth (para 37) and civil society calling for accountability (para 38) become conflictive in real policy contexts?
 

 Specific Contents: 

 
i. It is good that the sub-section on National investment and policy priorities starts with "Gender equality: overcoming pervasive gender bias", and specifically includes the interventions proposed by Task Force 3 (Education and Gender Equality) from the Millenium Project (MP) there including 'ensuring access to SRH services'.  But Box 3 on "The tragedy of HIV/AIDS does not even mention the rapid feminisation of the pandemic.
ii. Paras 40 -46 pick up specific recommendations from the different MP Task forces, but how these link up with the overall vision of development is unclear.
iii. SG report calls for developing countries to scale up public investments and mobilize domestic resources (para 34) – this is defeated by WB and IMF conditionalities that promote reliance on unstable FDI-led growth. 
iv. Moreover, the goal-oriented policy framework demanded from developing countries (para 34) --  which in developing countries are also known as anti-poverty programs -- have practically been subsumed under the overriding concern for a WTO-compliant trade liberalization agenda. Just to given an illustration, in countries such as the Philippines, there is practically no anti-poverty or development program left. What the government has is a trade liberalization program. 

v. The protection of women's employment must be made a central concern for any sustainable development or anti-poverty program. In the last 20 years, women's employment has expanded but also receded rapidly because of FDI flight to places where there is cheaper women's labor. Where women's employment is currently expanding, labor protection must be ensured. Long-term and sustainable employment programs that bring in decent wages, protection from sexual harassment, that do not post health risks to women workers, and in which the right of women workers to collective bargaining is secured, must be put in place. 

vi. Para 45 - ensure that the content of education is free from gender biases & social discrimination, and is instead promotive of women's human rights and gender equality (align with Beijing commitment) 

vii. Under  ODA , it should be made explicit that international aid should not be tied to any precondition that limits women's access to safe, affordable and accessible sexual and reproductive health services. 

viii. Under DEBT - there is no mention of heavily indebted middle income countries, such as the Philippines and Brazil.  Without this, any initiative in debt rescheduling or reprieve will not benefit those countries and similarly situated ones. It is important to acknowledge that often the origin of these debts is directly related to loans made by dictatorship governments and money was not spent on national development. 

ix. Under DEBT - document is silent on the negative impact of the high cost of debt servicing on the national budget. The trend is decreasing public funds for health and education while debt servicing is securitized through automatic debt appropriation. The effect in most cases is poor health and limited education and lack of resources fro other relevant programs as it is  the case of those devoted to the promotion and protection of human rights of women and other discriminated groups. 

x. Under TRADE – the imposition of time limits to getting a trade agreement in place within the WTO is not helpful to the needs of the South. The document should instead speak of achieving gains in substantive discussions that aim to strike a balance between nationally determined domestic regulation and protection with market access commitments, and between reciprocity and flexibility, and between  standards-setting and SDTs. 

xi. Under TRADE - in order to ensure that products from least developed countries do not become vulnerable to price fluctuations, market price support mechanisms must be put in place.

xii. The document is silent onto the privatization of services under the WTO-GATS. Publicly provided services are important for women because these respond to the social reproductive needs of the entire society without which women's work burdens will increase. 

xiii. It is also silent also on the potential negative impact of WTO, Free Trade and Bilateral Trade Agreements that are actively being pursued.

