FREEDOM FROM FEAR

Mr. President, Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen:

Following World War Il and the aftermath of the atomic bomb, the world realized that it
must seek alternatives for resolving disputes if it is to survive. The iést thirty years,
however, have shown man’s intransigence to peace at the same time that others strive
tirelessly to ensure the vitality of the human spirit, indeed of humanity itself.

In Evanston in 1954 The World Council Churches called for a new international world
order whereby nuclear weapons would be eliminated and prohibited, and a means for
weapons inspection, created. Along with many others, the World Council of Churches
considers that the production and deployment as well as the use of nuclear weapons are
a crime against humanity and that such activities must be condemned on ethical and
theological grounds. This opinion has been powerfully reinforced by the recent

judgment of the International Court of Justice, outlawing the use of nuclear weapons.

From my home country Liberia, to Zimbabwe, Sierra Leone to Zambia, South Africa to
Iraq, Afghanistan to West Papua Indonesia and, Somalia and Sudan, how can we speak
of freedom from fear when we are being overtaken by HIV/Aids, civil wars, terrorism,
child soldiers and nuclear proliferation. In the context of these countries mentioned
supra, how can one talk about development, when HIV/Aids, war and famine have
ravaged the adult population and child soldiers and orphans abound? What does that

future look like with few adults to pass down a heritage, children warped by the brutality



of war that they were forced to wage, weapons as comman as the dust and survivors
cowering from the devastation, yet attempting to rebuild? | ask the guestion: How can

the world community understand this situation and promote a consistent program

towards freedom from fear?

Mr. President, "fear" has been hang.ing over the world since the bombings of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki, and will not be effectively dissipated in achieving "freedom from fear”
until nuclear weapons, Small Arms and Light Weapons that are so easily used by tyrants
and dictators who create violent conflicts, destroying the lives of their own people
become a thing of the past. Particularly in Africa, violent conflicts continue to devastate
millions of peoples, causing them to become nameless and faceless in their own
homelands and regions and the rule of law is a thing of the past.

In its 1996 opinion, the IC) held that the threat or use of nuclear weapons is generally
contrary to international law, in particular international humanitarian law governing the
conduct of warfare, and (largely based on an interpretation of Article VI of the NPT) that
there "exists an obligation to pursue in good faith and bring to a conclusion
negotiations on nuclear disarmament in all its aspects under strict and effective

international control.”

Mr. President, in light of the failure of the Review Conference, and the generally dismal
record of the nuclear weapon states, regarding compliance with disarmament and arms
control commitments made in 1995 and 2000 .to implement the NPT disarmament
obligation, it is crucial that some arms control/disarmament steps be taken now as a
result of the M+5 summit, for two reasons: we cannot let time be a factor to endanger
people’s lives and government must show some movement and good faith. One thing
that would be relatively easy for the Nuclear Weapon States to do would be to break the
deadlock at the Conference on Disarmament and to commence negotiations on a ban on
production of fissile materials for nuclear weapons.

As | speak of freedom from fear Mr. President, | know too well, coming from Liberia, a
developing nation just arising from the ashes of 14 years of brutal civil war, that our

children respond in their own way to global insecurity. Their habits at home, behavior

and drawings clearly indicate that they are not immune from international sources of



fear. Children, adaptable, yet so vulnerable reflect what adults are too arrogant to
express. The greater reality might be that the adult population is often too hopeless,
aware of its powerlessness to effect a change.

It is not beyond he scope of this discussion to consider freedom from poverty, sexual
abuse, HIV/AIDS, hunger and the lack of health care and education. When one lives on
less than a US dollar a day, and lives in unsanitary conditions with an inadequate diet,
one lives on fear from the perils of illness and hunger. Poverty by its sheer nature
ravishes the human spirit. It diminishes a community. It diminishes humanity. If we are
to create the condition where there is freedom from fear, then collectively, fighting
poverty means replacing desperation with hope. This, | submit, is the best investment
in security and peace. QOver a Trillion US Dollars is spent annually on war machinery,
while only 50 Billion dollars a year is needed to reverse the trend in the spread of the
HIV pandemic. Indeed, there is fear, and the world’s peoples, particularly in developing
countries are seeking freedom from this fear.

In the words of Secretary-General Kofi Annan in speaking of the Millennium + 5 Summit
and Nuclear Weapons, " When multilateral forums falter, leaders must lead. This
September, more than 170 heads of state and government will convene in New York to
adopt a wide-ranging égenda to advance development, security and human rights for all
countries and all peoples. | challenge them to break the deadlock on the most pressing

challenges in the field of nuclear nonproliferation and disarmament. If they fail to do so,
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