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The participants emphasized that the MDGs are inter-related. They cannot be achieved in isolation; they must be addressed together in a way that is mutually-reinforcing.  They also emphasized that development, human rights and security are inextricably linked, and that accelerating development and meeting people’s needs for resources, nutrition, health, and education would go a long way to improving the security of individuals, communities and countries.  

Gender equality, sexual and reproductive health and rights, environmental sustainability, human rights and education were all identified as cross-cutting issues and in this regard participants emphasized that governments must reaffirm their commitment to and increase efforts to implement existing international agreements on economic, social, environmental and related issues, including the outcome documents from Vienna, Rio, Cairo, Beijing, Copenhagen, Johannesburg, and Monterrey.  

The participants emphasized that development strategies must based within a human rights framework. Indeed, a number of the MDGs are human rights—such as, the right to an adequate standard of living, the right to education, the right to the highest attainable standard of health—in themselves and governments have the obligation to protect those rights. It was noted that strengthening human rights system within the UN will enable people to claim their entitlements.  

Participants stressed that governments’ respect for civil and political rights, particularly free speech, can help ensure the participation of people in development processes as well as the accountability of development processes. There were calls for the use of more explicit language on state responsibility within the outcome document.
Ensuring gender equality, women’s empowerment and protecting women’s human rights were underlined as being pre-requisites for the achievement of the MDGs and that women’s equal and active participation in development processes is vital. 

Participants emphasized that the draft outcome document should include in full each of the seven priorities identified by the UN Millennium Project task force on gender equality, which are the minimum necessary to empower women and achieve gender equality.
These seven priorities are to:

· Strengthen opportunities for postprimary education for girls while supporting primary education

· Guarantee women their sexual and reproductive rights through universal access to sexual and reproductive health information, education and services

· Strengthen infrastructure necessary to reduce women’s and girl’s time burdens. 

· Guarantee women’s and girls property and inheritance rights

· Eliminate inequality in employment

· Increase women’s share in parliament and local government bodies; and
· Combat violence against women, including through leadership at the highest level. 

The participants emphasized that they look to the World Summit outcome document to strengthen the processes for mainstreaming a gender perspective within the United Nations.  In particular, there was a call to strengthen women’s agencies and divisions within United Nations by increasing their budgets and enhancing their participation in decision-making. 

It was noted that rural women remain amongst the most disadvantaged populations. Participants called upon governments to support and compensate the work of rural women, as well as recognize their role as major players in achieving the MDGs. 

There were also calls to recognize the critical role of women in community development, and to improve capacity building for girls and indigenous women, including by ensuring that women comprise at least 30% community decision-making posts. 

Participants strongly emphasized the need to ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive health services, information and education by 2015 as established in the ICPD Programme of Action and Beijing Platform for Action. They called upon governments to promote and protect sexual and reproductive rights, noting that this was a cross-cutting issue, essential for achieving all of the MDGs, but particularly those on gender equality and maternal health.  They noted strong support for the language on reproductive health in the draft document, but called for stronger language on sexual and reproductive rights. They also called for the establishment of a target on universal access to reproductive health by 2015 under Millennium Development Goal 5. 
They noted specifically the need to address the sexual and reproductive health and rights of youth and adolescents, noting that maternal mortality and morbidity, HIV and other STIs, disproportionately affect young people.  There were also calls to protect the sexual and reproductive rights of people living with HIV/AIDS, sexual minorities, and older women.

In relation to achieving the goal on maternal health, there were calls to ensure that all women have access to skilled care during childbirth, as well as to emergency obstetric care. 

Participants also emphasized the need to make explicit commitments to ensure universal access to basic health care services.

The impact of HIV/AIDS, particularly on women and girls was emphasized as a concern.  There was a call to increase resources and commitment to fighting HIV, including by increasing resources for and ensuring access to prevention, as well as access to treatment, care and support, including to anti-retroviral drugs for those who need them.

Participants stressed that ensuring environmental sustainability supports the achievement of all of the MDGs and called upon governments to increase efforts to protect biodiversity and ensure healthy ecosystems and sustainable forests.  

The participants called upon governments to place greater emphasis on the need to mainstream environmental sustainability in future national planning and poverty reduction planning processes, building on the investment strategies and plans that have already been developed at the national and international levels. They noted that governments need to factor in the present and future costs of environmental degradation in development planning. There was also a call to recognize the right to live in healthy environments. 

The achievement of universal access to primary education underpins the success of the MDGs.  The benefits of education to society for children and societies for development and human rights processes cannot be understated, especially for girls. It was noted that education is also vital in the fight against HIV/AIDS, as well as gender equality and women’s empowerment. It was noted that efforts to ensure gender parity in education must be scaled up.  

Participants stressed that governments must strengthen commitment not only to ensuring universal access to primary education, but to secondary and tertiary education as well as other forms of training.  They also emphasized the need to eradicate school fees and take other measures to overcome the barriers that limit access education, especially for those living in poverty. 

There was a call to strengthen language in the outcome document in relation to information and communication technologies.  The digital divide between developed and developing countries and between men and women needs to be bridged and access to ICTs must be promoted at all levels, in all societies so that men and women can become effective actors for change, especially to address poverty, promote gender equality and strengthen access to health services. 
Participants noted that communities should be seen as the foundation for achieving the MDGs. They stressed that communities must be empowered to control, create, and implement development and poverty reduction strategies, noting that the development and economic benefits from community-owned initiatives are substantial. They asked that the outcome document include language that strengthens the abilities of communities to plan strategies for, and monitor progress towards, achieving the MDGs, including through the sustainable management of biodiversity and natural resources. 
They called for the allocation of 25% of ODA earmarked for achieving the MDGs to local community interventions, especially for women and youth.  There were also calls to establish a global Community Learning Network Fund to share innovative, community-level practices and strategies for achieving MDGs.  Participants also called for stronger support to grassroots organizations and recognition of the vital role they play in achieving the MDGs. 
There were calls for adequate and decent housing and infrastructure in poor urban communities. 

Participants stressed that governments need to upscale responses to natural disasters and reconstruction. 
There was a strong call for the protection of the rights of indigenous peoples and the conclusion of the treaty on rights of indigenous peoples. Participants emphasized that governments need to ensure that development strategies take into account the self-determination of indigenous peoples, including through their independent management of territories and natural resources. They stressed that governments must take into consideration the expertise of indigenous communities in relation to health and protecting the environment. Support is needed to strengthen indigenous communities’ capacity to ensure food security and participate in market economies. Participants also emphasized that governments must ensure that development strategies support indigenous communities’ ability to sustain and support their cultures. They asked that governments consider using language proposed by the 2005 session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues in the Summit outcome document. 

Participants emphasized that young people can be creative agents of change and investing in youth will have long-lasting benefits for all of society. Youth need to participate actively in policymaking, but that is not enough.  We need young people to be effectively and actively engaged in developing, implementing and monitoring development strategies and there were calls to explicitly recognize this in the Summit outcome document. 
There were calls to invest in capacity building for young people, in order to ensure that they have the skills, knowledge and ability to be seen, heard, understood and take leadership roles.  Participants also emphasized the need to ensure employment and training opportunities for young people. 

The human rights of people with disabilities must be recognized in the outcome document and people with disabilities must be engaged in development and poverty reduction strategies. Governments were called upon to take active measures to ensure their access to education, employment, health services, and services that meet their needs.
There was much discussion about the need to question and transform the “economic growth, market access” model of development assumed by the goals and reflected in the outcome document.  Participants noted that macroeconomic policies that promote market access, privatization of services and increased production have damaged countries’ and communities’ abilities to ensure sustainable livelihoods and means of subsistence, thus negatively impacting development rather than aiding it. They stressed that economic growth is not the only way to achieve sustainable development and emphasized that donor aid must not be tied to this one model of development.  
Participants noted that poverty results from unequal power dynamics, unequal distribution of assets and resources, and unequal access to services, and is often rooted in discrimination based on gender, class, racial background and ethnicity. There were calls to question resource use and resource flows, and unsustainable patterns of consumption and production, particularly of the global North. 
There was much concern that we are a long way from achieving ODA targets.  Participants called upon governments to increase ODA to meet the 0.7% target reaffirmed at Monterrey, and to improve the quality of ODA. They stressed that ODA should be targeted at poverty reduction, not tied to goods and services from developed countries. Participants also noted that debt relief and support for the military should not be counted as development assistance. There were calls to increase debt relief and ensure fair terms of trade and other forms of resource transfer to ensure that developing countries have the resources that they need to achieve the MDGs.  It was stressed that resources also need to be channeled to NGOs, grassroots organizations and communities in order to support their work towards achieving the MDGs. 

There was much concern that governments’ focus on security was overriding attention poverty. Participants stressed the need to transfer the energy and resources put into militarism and war to fighting poverty and hunger. 

It was noted that the contribution that the private sector can, and is willing, to make toward the achievement of the MDGs is significant and should be tapped.  However several participants emphasized that partnerships between the public and private sector must not have the effect of weakening the public sector, strengthening the private sector’s control over resources, or undermining the role of non-governmental organizations and civil society. There were also calls to establish a framework convention on corporate accountability. 
Many participants stressed the need to engage people living in poverty in development strategies and to value the resources, knowledge and expertise that they have. There were calls to ensure that they have the ability to take pro-active measures to improve the quality of their own lives. We also need to eliminate stigma and discrimination against people who are living in poverty. 

It was noted that governments need to ensure the participation of all communities, including minorities, indigenous peoples, young people, women, people living with disabilities, and people living in poverty, in the creation, implementation and monitoring of national-level development and poverty reduction strategies to ensure that they are truly responsive to their needs.

There were strong calls for continued and active participation of NGOs and civil society, particularly of women’s, youth, indigenous and grassroots groups, in the lead up to and in the 2005 World Summit.  They also called for active participation after the summit as governments develop strategies for achieving the MDGs at both the international and national levels.  

The representatives of NGOs, civil society, the private sector and governments, who participated in the hearings stressed that now is the time for action. We need real commitment, resources, political will and leadership to ensure that poverty is eliminated, rights protected, and the Millennium Development Goals are realized by 2015.
