Informal Interactive Hearings of the General Assembly with NGOs, civil 

society organizations and the private sector

Freedom from Fear Session

First Section on Prevention of Armed Conflict

ECOSOC, Friday June 24, 2005, 10am

Rapporteur Summary

The first section of the Session on Freedom from Fear focused on the Prevention of Armed Conflict.  Among the many important ideas and proposals presented, the following themes came forward quite strongly. There was an overall endorsement of the Secretary-General’s call for a Peacebuilding Commission, with calls for the new body to engage actively with civil society.  There was a strong call for a shift from “reaction to prevention” of armed conflict, including effective early-warming systems.  Several interventions from both governments and civil society emphasized the important role of civil society organizations in conflict prevention and resolution.  There was a special emphasis on the regions of Africa and the Middle East, including the call for more resources to strengthen conflict prevention mechanisms, end poverty, ensure good governance and support strong regional institutions.  Women were highlighted as critical actors in peacebuilding and conflict resolution that needed to be included in conflict prevention efforts, while impunity in gender-based violence needed to end.
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