First Session:  Freedom to Live in Dignity

Overview –

· Human rights as a foundation for both security and development; reform process presents a unique opportunity to create the strong foundation needed, women’s rights as exemplary of links and importance of human rights 
· Time has come to give human rights a prinicipal role, consistent with the Charter

· Importance of civil society access and involvement in this process, in UN reform, and throughout the UN system

Women’s Rights

· Strong call for greater recognition of the inter-relationship between women’s human rights and security and development

· ILF and outcome document not sufficient, Need to move to concrete, time-bound plans with sufficient resources

· Discussion of violence against women, land ownership and sexual and reproductive rights as critical issues to address

· Repeal laws and counter practices that discriminate against women, end violence against women

· Elevate status and increase resources of women-specific entities in UN

OHCHR

· Strengthening of the OHCHR, urge governments to support action plan’s call for doubling of budget within 5 years

· Strengthening of both field presence and presence in New York

· Need to enable OHCHR to engage effectively with the security and development agendas in all UN bodies

Human Rights Council

· Support elevation of human rights, creation of a standing body with ability to respond promptly

· Need to strengthen, maintain independence of Special Procedures

· Importance of NGO role, civil society access

· Members of HRC should commit to highest standards of human rights / cooperation with special procedures

· Some support for peer review

· HRC should address full range of issues / indivisibility of human rights / including women’s rights, ESC rights
Responsibility to Protect

· Recognize both state responsibility to protect, and international responsibility to take action when states do not
· Call for broadening to cover all situations with massive human rights violations, and to make more specific the criteria for action

· Important role of HRC on this issue

· Code of conduct for SC to refrain from use of veto in circumstances of genocide or other massive violations

Other issues

· Implementation of treaty body recommendations, as well as recommendations of special procedures recommendations

· Support for democracy fund, but need to look beyond elections, and to ensure local ownership of the process

· Call for cooperation with ICC, and end to impunity

· Discuss of many pressing human rights issues, including:

· Children’s rights

· Business

· Labor rights

· Indigenous peoples / land rights

· Sexual orientation / gender identity / sexual and reproductive rights

· Elderly

· Human Rights Education

Conclusion

· Member states should be aware of importance of real action on human rights in upcoming summit

· Need to take concrete steps, including support for HR council

· This will be critical to success of the summit, and credibility of this process and of UN reform
