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Thank You Mr. President for the opportunity to address this forum, my name is Betty Murungi and I work with the Urgent Action Fund- Africa, a human rights organisation that is committed to the full enjoyment and protection of Women’s Human rights in crisis and conflict situations. I was nominated to speak at these hearings by MADRE which is an affiliate of the Global Call Against Poverty (GCAP).  
1. Implementing existing Human Rights Standards
The indivisibility and universality of human rights as well as their interdependence and inter-relatedness are key concepts of the human rights framework that have been accepted in Existing UN conventions, declarations and conference documents. Over the last 55 years or so, the international community has developed important normative standards in the areas of human rights, international and humanitarian law. There is need to reaffirm, strengthen and implement these standards. This outcome document must clearly link the Millennium development process, including the implementation of the MDG’s, to existing International and Regional human rights instruments. The outcome document should reflect and reinforce commitments made in the BPfA, ICPD, CEDAW, UN SC 1325, ICC and all treaties. States have responsibility to uphold these standards, not undermine them as is the case with the Rome Statute. 

Despite seeming acceptance of gender mainstreaming in UN documents, it remains one of the issues most easily marginalized and persistently trivialized. Gender analysis and gender responsiveness in the human rights agenda is important, however transforming social inequities for all, not just for some groups of women is even more important. 
Therefore, we urge that the Millennium Development Process be firmly grounded in the language and principles of human rights and that States’ actions towards implementing the Goals reflect the full breath of commitments made in human rights instruments 
2. Poverty as a function of Human Rights Violations
Poverty
 is a function of Human Rights Violations and a source of conflict. Unequal gender and power relations exacerbate poverty and violence against women. The high incidence of poverty is linked to proliferation of disease, particularly high rates of HIV and AIDS among women and violations of women’s reproductive rights. Poverty and disease, particularly HIV and AIDS is amplified enormously in conflict situations.  We urge governments to include women’s ownership of land, housing and productive resources as an indicator of poverty reduction in the MDG’s
3. Rule of Law; Sacrificing Human Rights  to Claims of National Security
“Our response to terrorism, as well as our efforts to thwart it and prevent it, should uphold the human rights that terrorists aim to destroy. Respect for human rights, fundamental freedoms and the rule of law are essential tools in the efforts to combat terrorism-not privileges to be sacrificed at a time of tension”
 

 After September 11, Political and civil Rights have been routinely sacrificed to claims of international and national security. Human Rights defenders everywhere are alarmed at the challenges presented in promoting human rights in the context of the militarism, rising fundamentalisms, cultural extremisms, US Unilateralism and the war on terrorism. The attendant disregard for internationally accepted standards and norms of behaviour set out in International and humanitarian law and the acceptance of militarism as a preferred method of dealing with threats of terrorism continue to impact negatively on human rights protections nationally and internationally and make a mockery of adherence to human rights standards generally. The international community has a duty to protect human rights, not to gang up to abuse the rights of the weak and vulnerable.
The passing of laws that violate Human rights under the pretext that they protect against terrorism is another matter that needs clearer attention in the outcome document. Many states have implemented anti terror legislation and counter terror measures that directly impede the enjoyment of human rights. Some states have activated emergency restriction legislation that undermines human rights while claiming to be a response to terrorism.
On the other hand, economic, social and cultural rights are sacrificed to market centered profit oriented development. Yet these rights are central to the enjoyment of human rights and reduction in poverty.
With regard to the Rule of Law, the issue of Accountability and responsibility by governments to protect and observe human rights extends beyond their signature and ratification of these instruments. We welcome the SG’s call in his report for new mechanisms of accountability.
4. women’s participation is fundamental to the protection and promotion of human rights 

The gender perspective in all of this is critical in determining whether the goals will be met and the Cairo and Beijing agenda has to be incorporated if member states are not to go below existing standards. 
The inclusion and participation of civic groups including women’s groups at the community level is critical to the success of the summit.
The African Women’s Millennium Initiative on Poverty and Human Rights (AWOMI) is working toward harnessing African women’s leadership in economic policy analysis and monitoring investment for gender equality in poverty reduction
. It is quite clear that groups such as these and others that have programs at all levels and are interacting with MDG target communities need to be included in the Summit discussions in September 
5. There can be no democracy without human rights 

It is critical to the development of democracy and democratic institutions for women to be present at every level, for example in peacemaking, constitution making, law-making, policy making and implementation. Need to respect autonomy of all –including  groups that have been referred to in the various reports as ‘the poor’ (who are in the majority women) These groups are not just mere ‘target groups’ but  central actors and ‘right holders’ in any process that addresses sustainable development, security and human rights. It is about them.   Mechanisms of accountability that are proposed do not seem to take account of the unequal power relations between the North/South, State/ CSO’s, community   organisations or gender inequalities. The inequality in ability to contribute financially for example, to the Democracy fund underlies this unequal relationship. Strengthening national and regional mechanisms of accountability such as the NEPAD /AU Peer review mechanism may address this democracy deficit more effectively.  While we welcome the strengthening of the UN Human Rights system through the proposed Human Rights Council, we hope that civil society participation (including women’s organisations) and inclusion is strengthened and not undermined by the new institutions. 
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� Poverty includes lack of access to natural resources and  lack of rights and entitlement to control of such  resources, see Sunita Narain, “MDG’S Linking Poverty and Environment for sustainable and equitable growth”  Center for Science and Environment 


� See statement of Kofi Annan to a special meeting of the Security Council‘s Counter terrorism Committee with International Regional and Sub Regional Organisations, New York March 2003, available on www.unhchr.ch/terrorism/.


� AWOMI an initiative that works to ensure that resources mobilized for poverty elimination are placed in the hands of women and youth living in poverty in urban slums and rural areas. AWOMI works to empower poor women and enhance their leadership in the global call to end poverty. It  is set to implement several programs, among them :- a) The Gender Equality and Poverty Knowledge Tracking ,Building and Dissemination, b)Gender Budgeting against poverty  c)Grassroots Women’s Political Leadership Alliance against poverty d) The Gender GCAP: Advocacy for Human Rights and Gender Justice in Poverty Elimination
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