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Honorable Mr Chairman: Your Excellencies; Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the International Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers and Associations
(IFPMA), | would like to thank you for the opportunity to contribute to this Hearing to explain our
sector's experiences and lessons learnt from partnerships to fight against poverty since 2000. We
support the Secretary General's call for a global action agenda for accelerating progress towards
achieving the Millennium Development Goals by 2015.

The IFPMA represents the global innovative pharmaceutical industry, whose primary contribution
to global health is the research and development of innovative medicines and vaccines. Our
members comprise leading international biopharmaceutical companies as well as national and
regional industry associations in both developed and developing countries. Thanks to innovation,
the life blood of our industry, our Members have developed the vast majority of essential medicines
as defined by the World Health Organization. Sustained innovation remains critically important
because of the unmet medical needs, the emergence of new infectious diseases and the
development of resistance by diseases to existing treatments.

Mr Chairman, first and foremost, | want to reaffirm the innovative pharmaceutical industry's
commitment to help achieve the MDGs, with particular reference to numbers 4, 5, 6 and 8. While
IFPMA has documented contributions toward all of the health-related MDGs, | would like to
highlight at this Hearing, Goal number 8, and its target 8e, calling for “cooperation with
pharmaceutical companies, [to] provide access to affordable essential drugs in developing
countries” as this specifically applies to my organization and its Members.

The factors that create the current, unsatisfactory state of health for many people living in the
poorest countries are complex. While States have the primary responsibility to improve global
health, the innovative pharmaceutical industry plays a unique role: researching and developing
innovative, safe and effective medicines. Moreover, in the developing countries, the industry works
to reduce mortality and morbidity through multi-stakeholder dialogue and philanthropic
partnerships, through donations or on a non-for-profit or reduced profit basis, cognizant that
commercial organizations reflects the concerns of various different stakeholders.

Between 2000 and 2007, the halfway mark for MDGs, IFPMA Members have made available
nearly $10 billion dollars worth of health assistance for access and capacity building in developing
countries, and over 1.3 billion public health interventions'. We have a strong track record of public-
private partnerships to improve health in developing countries working with governments,
international agencies, civil society, faith-based groups, academic institutions, and communities.
We publish annually the “Developing World Health Partnerships Directory” which catalogues the
broad range of active philanthropic and not-for-profit programmes the innovative pharmaceutical
industry undertakes. The current edition documents 213 programs, a five-fold increase if compared
to the number of projects first recorded in 2003.

" A public health intervention is defined as one of the following: course of treatment for one person or one disease, be it for one day or
one year; a vaccination; an awareness prevention or education program for one person: a course of training for one health professional.






