FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

UN Office releases book on NGO Accountability; Will Host Debate on Topic
18 January, 2007 – The first comprehensive examination of the issues and politics surrounding the topic of NGO accountability will be taken on by a new UN book, out tomorrow.  As part of the book launch, a panel discussion will be held on the theme ‘The NGO Accountability Debate’ on Friday, 19 January, from 10am to 12 noon at United Nations headquarters in New York.

“Given the heightened visibility and role of NGOs in the international community I think that this is an important and timely debate to be having, particularly on the eve of the World Social Forum – the world’s largest NGO event,” said Elisa Peter, Deputy Coordinator of the United Nations Non-governmental Liaison Service (NGLS), the office that is publishing the book and hosting the panel.

‘Debating NGO Accountability’, examines initiatives that could improve the accountability of all institutions to the people whose lives they shape. Between the public forum and published materials, NGLS hopes to address those who question the legitimacy and accountability of NGOs with a positive agenda that recognizes the legitimate role of NGOs in global affairs and from a perspective of democracy and human rights.

“Our book, ‘Debating NGO Accountability’, puts democracy and human rights firmly at the centre of the debate about NGO accountability. Within the NGO accountability agenda may lie the seeds of a renewal of civil society's role in both embodying and shaping democracy,” said Ms. Peter.

H.E. Ambassador Rezlan Ishar Jenie of Indonesia is expected to deliver opening remarks at the event.  
‘Debating NGO Accountability’ is available for those who request it and will also be made available for sale at the event and in the UN Bookshop.  The author of the book, Dr. Jem Bendell, will address the panel via live video link from Geneva and is available for interviews on request.
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